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1
ELECTRIC POWER TOOL

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2012-026270 filed on Feb. 9, 2012 in the
Japan Patent Office, the disclosure of which is incorporated
herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to an electric power tool
provided with an induction motor.

The electric power tool of this type is generally provided
with: a power supply unit for generating a direct current
voltage by rectifying an alternating current voltage supplied
from an external alternating-current power source; and an
inverter that controls an electric current flowing through each
of phase windings of the induction motor due to the direct
current voltage generated in the power supply unit.

For example, as disclosed in Japanese Unexamined Patent
Application Publication No. H7-308871 and U.S. Pat. No.
7,794,305, the power supply unit and the inverter are, as a
drive device for the electric power tool, generally constituted
separately from a tool main body provided with the induction
motor.

SUMMARY

In the electric power tool described as above, a user needs
to operate the tool main body with the drive device being
connected thereto via a cable. For this reason, there has been
a problem in which usability of the above-described electric
power tool is not excellent since, when the user uses the
electric power tool by gripping the tool main body with the
user’s hands, the drive device or the cable would interfere
with such use.

Moreover, when moving the electric power tool, the user
needs to carry not only the tool main body but also the drive
device. Accordingly, this point also causes a problem in
which usability of the above-described electric power tool is
not excellent.

In one aspect of the present invention, in the electric power
tool provided with the induction motor, it is preferable to
improve usability of the electric power tool of this type, by
constituting the power supply unit and the inverter integrally
with the tool main body.

An electric power tool of the present invention is provided
with a tool main body, an induction motor, a power supply
unit, and an inverter. The induction motor is configured to
generate a power of the electric power tool. The power supply
unit is configured to rectify an alternating-current voltage
supplied from an external alternating-current power source
and generate a drive voltage for driving the induction motor.
The inverter is configured to receive supply of the drive volt-
age from the power supply unit and drive the induction motor.
The power supply unit and the inverter are integrally incor-
porated in the tool main body together with the induction
motor.

According to the electric power tool of the present inven-
tion, usability of the electric power tool may be improved,
compared with a conventional device in which the drive
device containing the power supply unit and the inverter
thereinside is constituted separately from the tool main body.

Moreover, when the user of the electric power tool of the
present invention carries the electric power tool, it is not
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necessary for the user to hold the tool main body and the drive
device separately from each other. Therefore, according to the
electric power tool of the present invention, improved work-
ability can be achieved when moving the electric power tool
by the user.

The electric power tool of the present invention may be
constituted as follows.

Specifically, the induction motor may include at least one
phase winding. The power supply unit may include a rectifier
circuit configured to perform full-wave rectification of the
alternating-current voltage and output a full-wave rectified
voltage as an output voltage. The inverter may include: a
switching circuit having a plurality of switching elements
configured to apply the output voltage outputted from the
rectifier circuit to the at least one phase winding of the induc-
tion motor; and a control unit configured to perform a drive
control of each of the plurality of switching elements so that
a rotation speed of the induction motor becomes a predeter-
mined speed. The control unit may include; a drive frequency
calculation unit configured to set a drive frequency of the
induction motor, based on a rotation speed of the induction
motor and a slip frequency of the induction motor; a drive unit
configured to drive each ofthe plurality of switching elements
depending on the drive frequency set by the drive frequency
calculation unit; and a slip frequency setting unit configured
to set the slip frequency depending on a change in the drive
voltage generated in the power supply unit.

In the electric power tool constituted as above, although an
output voltage to be inputted to the switching circuit varies, it
may be possible to stably flow an electric current to the
induction motor without providing a voltage smoothing
capacitor or a power factor improvement circuit, and there-
fore, it may be possible to drive the induction motor in an
appropriate manner. Furthermore, since the voltage smooth-
ing capacitor or the power factor improvement circuit is not
required in this electric power tool, it may be possible to
inhibit a size increase of the tool main body.

The electric power tool constituted as above may further
include an output voltage detection circuit configured to
detect a level of the output voltage outputted from the rectifier
circuit. In this case, the slip frequency setting unit may detect,
from the level of the output voltage detected by the output
voltage detection circuit, a change in the drive voltage gen-
erated in the power supply unit so as to set the slip frequency.

The slip frequency setting unit may set the slip frequency in
any manner. For example, the slip frequency setting unit may
be configured to set the slip frequency such that, when the
output voltage is high, the slip frequency becomes low, and
when the output voltage is low, the slip frequency becomes
high.

The electric power tool of the present invention may
include a zero-cross detection circuit configured to detect
each of a plurality of zero-cross points of the alternating-
current voltage supplied from the alternating-current power
source. In this case, the slip frequency setting unit may be
configured to detect, from the each of the plurality of zero-
cross points detected by the zero-cross detection circuit, a
change in the drive voltage generated in the power supply unit
s0 as to set the slip frequency.

The slip frequency setting unit may set the slip frequency in
any manner. For example, the slip frequency setting unit may
be configured to set the slip frequency such that: when a
zero-cross point is detected by the zero-cross detection cir-
cuit, the slip frequency is set to have a predetermined maxi-
mum frequency; approximately at a middle point of a time
period between the zero-cross point and a next zero-cross
point, the slip frequency is set to have a predetermined mini-
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mum frequency; and when the next zero-cross point is
detected by the zero-cross detection circuit, the slip frequency
is set to have the predetermined maximum frequency.

The electric power tool of the present invention may
include an actual rotation speed detection unit configured to
detect an actual rotation speed of the induction motor, and a
target rotation speed setting unit configured to set a target
rotation speed of the induction motor.

In this case, the drive frequency calculation unit may be
configured to set the drive frequency of the induction motor,
based on the target rotation speed set by the target rotation
speed setting unit, the actual rotation speed detected by the
actual rotation speed detection unit, and the slip frequency set
by the slip frequency setting unit, such that the actual rotation
speed of the induction motor becomes the target rotation
speed.

In the electric power tool constituted as above, it may be
possible to set the drive frequency of the induction motor such
that a deviation of the actual rotation speed from the target
rotation speed becomes zero, for example, by a known PID
control; therefore, it may be possible to control the induction
motor to operate at the target rotation speed in a more pref-
erable manner.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will now be described below, by way of
example, with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1 is a cross sectional view showing an internal con-
figuration of an electric power tool according to an embodi-
ment;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing circuit configurations of
apower supply unit and an inverter in the electric power tool;

FIGS. 3A and 3B are graphs each of which showing a bus
voltage, a slip frequency, a power supply current, and an
actual rotation speed, FIG. 3A being the graph corresponding
to the circuit configurations according to the embodiment
shown in FIG. 2, and FIG. 3B being the graph corresponding
to a conventional circuit provided with a smoothing capacitor
and a power factor improvement circuit; and

FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing a motor drive control process
which is executed in a control circuit in a case where the
control circuit is constituted by a microcomputer.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

As shown in FIG. 1, an electric power tool 2 in the present
embodiment is constituted as a so-called grinder. The electric
power tool 2 is provided with a motor housing 4 and a gear
housing 6 which are formed integrally with each other; inside
of'these housings 4 and 6, various functional components are
incorporated.

The motor housing 4 is formed in a cylindrical shape so as
to allow a user of the electric power tool 2 to grip the motor
housing 4. Inside the motor housing 4, a three-phase induc-
tion motor (hereinafter, simply referred to as “motor™) 10 is
accommodated. The motor 10 is a power source of the electric
power tool 2.

The motor 10 is a so-called high frequency motor. The
motor 10 is fixed within the motor housing 4, in a state where
arotary shaft 12 of the motor 10 coincides with a central axis
of the motor housing 4 and one end (front end) of the rotary
shaft 12 projects into the gear housing 6.

A portion of the rotary shaft 12 at the one end (front end)
side thereof is rotatably supported by the gear housing 6 via a
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bearing 14 provided in the gear housing 6. A portion of the
rotary shaft 12 at the other end (rear end) side thereof is
rotatably supported by the motor housing 4 via a bearing 16
provided in the motor housing 4. A fan 18 is provided in a
portion, which is located between the motor 10 and the bear-
ing 14, of the rotary shaft 12. The fan 18 is used to send
cooling air toward the motor 10.

To the gear housing 6, a spindle 20 is rotatably fixed via
bearings 22 and 24. A central axis of the spindle 20 is fixed in
a direction orthogonal to the central axis of the motor housing
4 (and therefore, the rotary shaft 12 of the motor 10).

A bevel gear 25 is fixed to a portion, which is located
between the bearing 22 and the bearing 24, of the spindle 20.
The bevel gear 25 is caused to engage with a bevel gear 19
fixed to the front end of the rotary shaft 12 of the motor 10 so
as to transmit rotation of the motor 10 to the spindle 20,
thereby rotating the spindle 20.

One end of the spindle 20 projects from the bearing 24 to
outside of the gear housing 6, so that a disk-shaped grinding
stone 26 can be attached to the one end of the spindle 20.
Attached to an outer circumference of the bearing 24 is a
cover 28 which surrounds a portion, which is located at a side
of the motor housing 4, of the grinding stone 26 attached to
the spindle 20.

Inside the motor housing 4, a power supply unit 30 and an
inverter 40 for driving the motor 10 are accommodated at a
position rearward from the bearing 16 located at a rear-end
side of the motor 10. A rear end of the motor housing 4 is
closed; on such a closed part of the rear end of the motor
housing 4, a connector 34 and an operation unit 42 are pro-
vided. The connector 34 is provided for connection to a power
supply cable 33.

The connector 34 is configured to receive an alternating-
current (AC) voltage from an external AC power source 32
(see, FIG. 2) through the power supply cable 33, and supply
the AC voltage to the power supply unit 30. The operation unit
42 is configured such that, by being operated by the user of the
electric power tool 2, the operation unit 42 inputs to the
electric power tool 2 a drive command for driving the electric
power tool 2 (i.e., the motor 10). The operation unit 42 is
connected to the inverter 40.

Next, circuit configurations of the power supply unit 30 and
the inverter 40 will be described with reference to FIG. 2.

As shown in FIG. 2, the power supply unit 30 includes a
full-wave rectifier circuit formed with four rectifier diodes 36,
37, 38, and 39.

A voltage (hereinafter, referred to as “bus voltage™), which
is obtained by full-wave rectification of'the AC voltage input-
ted from the AC power source 32, is directly inputted to the
inverter 40 from the power supply unit 30.

The inverter 40 includes a switching circuit 50 and a con-
trol circuit 60. The switching circuit 50 performs switching of
a state of current conduction to each of phase windings of the
motor 10. The control circuit 60 controls on/off states of six
switching elements Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4, Q5, and Q6 which con-
stitute the switching circuit 50, thereby performing a drive
control of the motor 10.

Here, the control circuit 60 of the present embodiment may
be constituted by combining various individual electronic
components, constituted as an ASIC (Application Specified
Integrated Circuit), constituted as a programmable logic
device such as an FPGA (Field Programmable Gate Array), or
constituted by any combination of the aforementioned con-
stitutions.

In the switching circuit 50, the aforementioned switching
elements Q1, Q2, and Q3 are provided, as high-side switches,
between an input line for the bus voltage from the power
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supply unit 30, and the respective phase windings of the
motor 10; and the aforementioned switching elements Q4,
Q5, and Q6 are provided, as low-side switches, between the
respective phase windings of the motor 10 and a ground line.

On a current path from the switching circuit 50 to the
ground line, a resistor R1 is provided. The resistor R1 is a
resistor for detecting a total current (hereinafter, referred to as
“bus current”) which has flowed through each of the phase
windings of the motor 10.

Both ends of the resistor R1 are connected to a bus-current
detection circuit 48 that detects the bus current based on a
voltage between the both ends of the resistor R1. A detection
signal from the bus-current detection circuit 48 is inputted to
the control circuit 60.

The inverter 40 is further provided with a bus-voltage
detection circuit 46. The bus-voltage detection circuit 46 is
connected to the input line for the bus voltage from the power
supply unit 30 and detects the bus voltage. A detection signal
from the bus-voltage detection circuit 46 is also inputted to
the control circuit 60.

The inverter 40 is further provided with a capacitor C1.
One end of the capacitor C1 is connected to the input line for
the bus voltage from the power supply unit 30, while the other
end of the capacitor C1 is connected to the ground line.

This capacitor C1 is, not a smoothing capacitor that
smoothes the bus voltage to a constant voltage, but a bypass
capacitor that removes a high frequency noise from the bus
voltage. Accordingly, the capacitor C1 is significantly smaller
than the smoothing capacitor in capacity and small in size.

Moreover, the control circuit 60 is provided with a target-
rotation-speed setting circuit 62 and an actual-rotation-speed
calculation circuit 64. The target-rotation-speed setting cir-
cuit 62 sets a target rotation speed of the motor 10 in accor-
dance with the drive command inputted from the operation
unit 42. The actual-rotation-speed calculation circuit 64 cal-
culates an actual rotation speed of the motor 10 based on the
bus current detected by the bus-current detection circuit 48.
The target rotation speed and the actual rotation speed, which
are obtained respectively by the target-rotation-speed setting
circuit 62 and the actual-rotation-speed calculation circuit 64,
are inputted to a drive frequency calculation circuit 66 pro-
vided in the control circuit 60.

The drive frequency calculation circuit 66 calculates a
drive frequency of the motor 10 for the switching circuit 50,
based on the target rotation speed, the actual rotation speed,
and a slip frequency.

For example, the drive frequency calculation circuit 66
firstly calculates, based on the target rotation speed and the
slip frequency, a drive frequency required to drive the motor
10 at the target rotation speed, and then corrects the calculated
drive frequency based on a difference between the actual
rotation speed and the target rotation speed, thereby setting
the drive frequency to be used for controlling the motor 10.

The drive frequency set by the drive frequency calculation
circuit 66 as described above is inputted to a gate-drive-signal
generation circuit 70 provided in the control circuit 60.

The gate-drive-signal generation circuit 70 reads out a
sine-wave data from a sine-wave data table 68 provided in the
control circuit 60, sets a driving timing for each of the switch-
ing elements Q1 to Q6 inside the switching circuit 50, and
generates a gate drive signal of each of the switching elements
Q1 to Q6.

The drive frequency is used to control a speed at which the
gate-drive-signal generation circuit 70 reads out the sine-
wave data from the sine-wave data table 68 (in other words, to
control an interval between phases).
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The control circuit 60 is provided with an overcurrent
detection circuit 72. The overcurrent detection circuit 72
detects that overcurrent is flowing through the motor 10,
based on the detection signal from the bus-current detection
circuit 48. When the overcurrent detection circuit 72 detects
flowing of overcurrent, driving of each of the switching ele-
ments Q1 to Q6 by the gate-drive-signal generation circuit 70
is stopped.

The control circuit 60 is further provided with a slip fre-
quency control table 74 and a slip frequency calculation cir-
cuit 76.

In the slip frequency control table 74, a slip frequency data
is stored. The slip frequency data is a data for setting the slip
frequency which is used for the drive frequency calculation
circuit 66 to calculate the drive frequency by using the bus
voltage detected by the bus-voltage detection circuit 46 as a
parameter.

Based on the bus voltage detected by the bus-voltage detec-
tion circuit 46, the slip frequency calculation circuit 76 reads
out the slip frequency corresponding to the detected bus volt-
age from the slip frequency control table 74, and outputs the
read slip frequency to the aforementioned drive frequency
calculation circuit 66.

In the present embodiment, as shown in FIG. 3A, the bus
voltage is a voltage which is obtained by merely full-wave
rectification of the AC voltage supplied from the AC power
source 32. Thus, in a case where the slip frequency is main-
tained to be constant, an electric current (a power supply
current) flows from the power supply unit 30 to the inverter 40
(and further to the motor 10) only around a peak of the bus
voltage; consequently, the motor 10 cannot be stably driven.

The slip frequency calculation circuit 76 in the present
embodiment is configured as follows: by controlling the slip
frequency such that when the varying bus voltage is high, the
slip frequency is low, and when the varying bus voltage is low,
the slip frequency is high, a peak of the power supply current
is suppressed, so that the power supply current can be sup-
plied to a wider area.

As aresult of this, according to the present embodiment, it
is possible to make a rotation speed of the motor 10 stable,
without providing the smoothing capacitor or a power factor
improvement circuit in a bus-voltage input path from the
power supply unit 30 to the switching circuit 50 as in a
conventional manner.

Specifically, as shown in FIG. 3B, in a conventional device,
the bus voltage is made to be constant by providing the
smoothing capacitor in the bus-voltage input path from the
power supply unit to the switching circuit; a range in which
the power supply current can be supplied is expanded; and
thereby, the rotation speed of the motor is made to be stable by
providing the power factor improvement circuit in the bus-
voltage input path.

On the other hand, in the present embodiment, it is possible
to make the rotation speed of the motor 10 stable, without
providing the smoothing capacitor or the power factor
improvement circuit as in a conventional device.

Accordingly, according to the electric power tool 2 of the
present embodiment, the power supply unit 30 and the
inverter 40 can be constituted without using a large-sized
electronic component, such as a smoothing capacitor or an
inductor composing the power factor improvement circuit.
Thus, it is possible to downsize the power supply unit 30 and
the inverter 40.

Therefore, a size of the electric power tool 2 does not
become significantly large; thus, it is possible to provide the
electric power tool 2 which can be operated by the user while
being held by the user’s hands, even if the power supply unit
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30 and the inverter 40 are accommodated, together with the
motor 10, inside the motor housing 4, which is a tool main
body, of the electric power tool 2 as in the present embodi-
ment.

Moreover, according to the electric power tool 2 in the
present embodiment, it is not necessary to constitute a drive
device, which is composed of the power supply unit 30 and
the inverter 40, as a separate body from the tool main body,
and to connect the tool main body to the drive device via a
cable as in a conventional manner. For this reason, it is pos-
sible to inhibit interference by the drive device and the cable
when the electric power tool is used, thereby achieving an
improved operability of the electric power tool.

In the present embodiment, the control circuit 60 corre-
sponds to an example of a control unit of the present inven-
tion; the drive frequency calculation circuit 66 corresponds to
anexample ofa drive frequency calculation unit of the present
invention; the gate-drive-signal generation circuit 70 corre-
sponds to an example of a drive unit of the present invention;
the slip frequency calculation circuit 76 and the slip fre-
quency control table 74 correspond to an example of a slip
frequency setting unit of the present invention. Furthermore,
the target-rotation-speed setting circuit 62 corresponds to an
example of a target rotation speed setting unit of the present
invention; the actual-rotation-speed calculation circuit 64
corresponds to an example of an actual rotation speed detec-
tion unit of the present invention; and the bus-voltage detec-
tion circuit 46 corresponds to an example of an output voltage
detection circuit of the present invention.

Although one embodiment of the present invention has
been explained as above, the present invention should not be
limited to the above-described embodiment, but can be prac-
ticed in various manners without departing from a gist of the
present invention.

For example, although the control circuit 60 of the above-
described embodiment can be constituted by using various
calculation circuits, the control circuit 60 can be also consti-
tuted by using a known microcomputer mainly composed of
a CPU, a ROM, a RAM, etc.

In this case, respective functions of the target-rotation-
speed setting circuit 62, the actual-rotation-speed calculation
circuit 64, the drive frequency calculation circuit 66, the
gate-drive-signal generation circuit 70, the overcurrent detec-
tion circuit 72, and the slip frequency calculation circuit 76
can be achieved by making the CPU of the microcomputer
execute a motor drive control process illustrated in FIG. 4.

Hereinafter, the motor drive control process will be
explained.

The motor drive control process is realized by the CPU
which, after the microcomputer starts up, repeatedly executes
one of control programs pre-stored in the ROM as a storage
medium.

Here, when executing the motor drive control process, data
as the sine-wave data table 68 and data as the slip frequency
control table 74 are pre-stored in the ROM of the microcom-
puter.

As shown in FIG. 4, in the motor drive control process, first
in S110 (S represents a step), an operation amount (specifi-
cally, a resistance value of variable resistance) is read from
the operation unit 42. In S120, it is determined based on the
read operation amount whether or not a drive command for
the electric power tool 2 has been inputted.

If it is determined in S120 that, for example, the operation
amount is equal to less than a predetermined threshold value
and that the drive command for the electric power tool 2 has
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not been inputted, the process proceeds to S125 to stop driv-
ing of the motor 10. Thereafter, the process proceeds to S110
again.

On the other hand, if it is determined in S120 that the drive
command for the electric power tool 2 has been inputted, in
S130, based on the drive command (specifically, the opera-
tion amount of the operation unit 42), a target rotation speed
of'the motor 10 is set such that as the operation amount of the
operation unit 42 is greater, a rotation speed becomes higher.

In S140, a bus voltage is detected through the bus-voltage
detection circuit 46. In the subsequent S150, a slip frequency
corresponding to the bus voltage detected in S140 is read out
from the slip frequency control table 74. In S160, based on the
read slip frequency and the target rotation speed set in S130,
a drive frequency required to drive the motor 10 at the target
rotation speed is calculated.

Next, in S170, based on a bus current detected by the
bus-current detection circuit 48, an actual rotation speed of
the motor 10 is calculated. Then, the process proceeds to
S180.

In S180, based on a difference between the actual rotation
speed of the motor 10 calculated in S170 and the target
rotation speed set in S130, a correction amount of the drive
frequency, which is required to control the actual rotation
speed to be the target rotation speed, is calculated; then, the
drive frequency calculated in S160 is corrected by the correc-
tion amount, thereby obtaining a drive frequency to be used
for control.

In the subsequent S190, a drive process of the switching
circuit 50 is executed. Specifically, in this drive process, a
driving timing for each of the switching elements Q1 to Q6
inside the switching circuit 50 is set by using the drive fre-
quency corrected in S180 and the sine-wave data table 68, and
then, each of the switching elements Q1 to Q6 is individually
turned on and off based on the set driving timing.

Next, in S200, based on the detection signal from the
bus-current detection circuit 48, it is determined whether or
not overcurrent is flowing through the motor 10. If it is deter-
mined that overcurrent is not flowing, the process proceeds to
S110. If it is determined that overcurrent is flowing, driving of
the motor 10 is stopped in S210, and thereafter, the present
motor drive control is terminated.

If the driving of the motor 10 is stopped in S210, the
occurrence of the overcurrent is notified to the user by light-
ing an LED (not shown) for notifying occurrence of overcur-
rent.

As has been explained above, even if the control circuit 60
is constituted by the microcomputer, the microcomputer can
achieve the same function as that of the control circuit 60
shown in FIG. 2 by making the CPU of the microcomputer
execute the aforementioned motor drive control.

In the motor drive control process shown in FIG. 4, the
processing in S130 functions as an example of a target rota-
tion speed setting unit of the present invention; the processing
in S150 functions as an example of a slip frequency setting
unit of the present invention; the processings in S160 and
S180 function as an example of a drive frequency calculation
unit of the present invention; the processing in S170 functions
as an example of an actual rotation speed detection unit of the
present invention; and the processing in S190 functions as an
example of a drive unit of the present invention.

Moreover, in the above-described embodiment, it is
explained that the inverter 40 is provided with the bus-voltage
detection circuit 46. However, as shown by broken lines in
FIG. 2, instead of the bus-voltage detection circuit 46, a
zero-cross detection circuit 44 may be provided in the inverter
40.
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The zero-cross detection circuit 44 detects a zero-cross
point of the AC voltage inputted to the power supply unit 30
from the external AC power source 32. Therefore, based on
timings of detections of the zero-cross points which are
repeatedly detected by the zero-cross detection circuit 44, a
phase of the AC voltage (and therefore, the bus voltage) can
be detected.

Accordingly, even if the zero-cross detection circuit 44 is
provided instead of the bus-voltage detection circuit 46, in the
slip frequency calculation circuit 76, it is possible to read the
slip frequency corresponding to the bus voltage from the slip
frequency control table, by detecting (estimating) the bus
voltage which periodically varies.

In this case, the slip frequency calculation circuit 76 may
be configured as follows. When a zero-cross point is detected
by the zero-cross detection circuit 44, the slip frequency
calculation circuit 76 sets the slip frequency to have a prede-
termined maximum frequency. Approximately at a middle
point of a time period between the zero-cross point and a next
zero-cross point, the slip frequency calculation circuit 76 sets
the slip frequency to have a predetermined minimum fre-
quency. Furthermore, when the next zero-cross point is
detected by the zero-cross detection circuit 44, the slip fre-
quency calculation circuit 76 sets the slip frequency to have
the predetermined maximum frequency.

In FIG. 3A, when a value of the bus voltage is zero, the slip
frequency becomes maximum, while when a value of the bus
voltage is a peak value, the slip frequency becomes minimum.
Considering that the bus voltage shown in FIG. 3A is a volt-
age which is obtained by merely full-wave rectification of the
AC voltage of the AC power source 32, itis obvious that inthe
slip frequency calculation circuit 76 constituted as above, the
slip frequency is set so as to have a waveform which is the
same as a waveform of the slip frequency shown in FIG. 3A.

Furthermore, in the above-described embodiment, it is
explained that when the actual rotation speed of the motor 10
is obtained in the actual-rotation-speed calculation circuit 64
and the drive frequency is calculated in the drive frequency
calculation circuit 66, the drive frequency, which is calculated
by using the target rotation speed and the slip frequency, is
corrected based on the difference from the target rotation
speed.

However, such a feedback control does not necessarily
need to be performed. The drive frequency of the motor 10 by
the switching circuit 50 may be calculated by simply using the
target rotation speed and the slip frequency.

Moreover, in the above-described embodiment, the expla-
nation has been given with respect to an example in which the
present invention is applied to a grinder. However, even if the
present invention is applied to any electric power tool with an
induction motor as a power source, the same effect as that
obtained in the above-described embodiment can be
obtained.

Moreover, the induction motor may be a three-phase motor
as in the above-described embodiment, or a single-phase
motor. In a case where the induction motor is the single-phase
motor, the switching circuit may be constituted as a so-called
H-Bridge circuit having four switching elements.

What is claimed is:

1. An electric power tool comprising:

a tool main body;

an induction motor configured to generate a power of the
electric power tool;

a power supply unit configured to rectify an alternating-
current voltage supplied from an external alternating-
current power source and generate a drive voltage for
driving the induction motor; and
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an inverter configured to receive supply of the drive voltage
from the power supply unit and drive the induction
motor,

wherein the power supply unit and the inverter are inte-
grally incorporated in the tool main body together with
the induction motor,

wherein the induction motor includes at least one phase
winding,

wherein the power supply unit includes a rectifier circuit
configured to perform full-wave rectification of the
alternating-current voltage and output a full-wave recti-
fied voltage as an output voltage,

wherein the inverter includes:

an output voltage detection circuit configured to detect a
level of the output voltage outputted from the rectifier
circuit;

a switching circuit having a plurality of switching ele-
ments configured to apply the output voltage output-
ted from the rectifier circuit to the at least one phase
winding of the induction motor; and

a control unit configured to perform a drive control of
each of the plurality of switching elements so that a
rotation speed of the induction motor becomes a pre-
determined speed,

wherein the control unit includes:

a drive frequency calculation unit configured to set a
drive frequency of the induction motor, based on a
rotation speed of the induction motor and a slip
frequency of the induction motor;

a drive unit configured to drive each of the plurality of
switching elements depending on the drive fre-
quency set by the drive frequency calculation unit;
and

a slip frequency setting unit comprising a slip fre-
quency control table and configured to detect a
change in the drive voltage generated by the power
supply unit from the level of the output voltage
detected by the output voltage detection circuit and
set the slip frequency depending on the change in
the drive voltage generated by the power supply
unit, the slip frequency control table storing slip
frequency data corresponding to the level of the
output voltage detected by the output voltage
detection circuit.

2. The electric power tool according to claim 1,
wherein the slip frequency setting unit is configured to set
the slip frequency such that the slip frequency becomes
low when the output voltage is high and that the slip
frequency becomes high when the output voltage is low.
3. The electric power tool according to claim 1, further
comprising a zero-cross detection circuit configured to detect
each of a plurality of zero-cross points of the alternating-
current voltage supplied from the alternating-current power
source,
wherein the slip frequency setting unit is configured to
detect, a change in the drive voltage generated by the
power supply unit from each of the plurality of zero-
cross points detected by the zero-cross detection circuit,
so as to set the slip frequency.
4. The electric power tool according to claim 1, further
comprising:
an actual rotation speed detection unit configured to detect
an actual rotation speed of the induction motor; and
atarget rotation speed setting unit configured to set a target
rotation speed of the induction motor,
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wherein the drive frequency calculation unit is configured
to set the drive frequency of the induction motor, based
on the target rotation speed set by the target rotation
speed setting unit, the actual rotation speed detected by
the actual rotation speed detection unit, and the slip
frequency set by the slip frequency setting unit, such that
the actual rotation speed of the induction motor becomes
the target rotation speed.

5. The electric power tool according to claim 1, further
comprising:
an actual rotation speed detection unit configured to detect
an actual rotation speed of the induction motor; and

atarget rotation speed setting unit configured to set a target
rotation speed of the induction motor,

wherein the drive frequency calculation unit is configured
to set the drive frequency of the induction motor, based
on the target rotation speed set by the target rotation
speed setting unit, the actual rotation speed detected by
the actual rotation speed detection unit, and the slip
frequency set by the slip frequency setting unit, such that
the actual rotation speed of the induction motor becomes
the target rotation speed.

6. The electric power tool according to claim 2, further
comprising:
an actual rotation speed detection unit configured to detect
an actual rotation speed of the induction motor; and

atarget rotation speed setting unit configured to set a target
rotation speed of the induction motor,

wherein the drive frequency calculation unit is configured
to set the drive frequency of the induction motor, based
on the target rotation speed set by the target rotation
speed setting unit, the actual rotation speed detected by
the actual rotation speed detection unit, and the slip
frequency set by the slip frequency setting unit, such that
the actual rotation speed of the induction motor becomes
the target rotation speed.
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7. The electric power tool according to claim 3,
wherein the slip frequency setting unit is configured to set
the slip frequency such that:
when a zero-cross point is detected by the zero-cross
detection circuit, the slip frequency is set to have a
predetermined maximum frequency;
approximately at a middle point of a time period
between the zero-cross point and a next zero-cross
point, the slip frequency is set to have a predetermined
minimum frequency; and
when the next zero-cross point is detected by the zero-
cross detection circuit, the slip frequency is set to have
the predetermined maximum frequency.
8. The electric power tool according to claim 7, further
comprising:
an actual rotation speed detection unit configured to detect
an actual rotation speed of the induction motor; and
atarget rotation speed setting unit configured to set a target
rotation speed of the induction motor,
wherein the drive frequency calculation unit is configured
to set the drive frequency of the induction motor, based
on the target rotation speed set by the target rotation
speed setting unit, the actual rotation speed detected by
the actual rotation speed detection unit, and the slip
frequency set by the slip frequency setting unit, such that
the actual rotation speed of the induction motor becomes
the target rotation speed.
9. The electric power tool according to claim 3, further
comprising:
an actual rotation speed detection unit configured to detect
an actual rotation speed of the induction motor; and
atarget rotation speed setting unit configured to set a target
rotation speed of the induction motor,
wherein the drive frequency calculation unit is configured
to set the drive frequency of the induction motor, based
on the target rotation speed set by the target rotation
speed setting unit, the actual rotation speed detected by
the actual rotation speed detection unit, and the slip
frequency set by the slip frequency setting unit, such that
the actual rotation speed of the induction motor becomes
the target rotation speed.
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